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“Around 2.6 million stillbirths (the death of a baby at 28 
weeks’ gestation or more) occur each year. Although 98% of 

these take place in low and middle-income countries, 
stillbirths also continue to affect wealthier nations, with 

around 1 in every 300 babies stillborn in high-income 
countries.” [1] 

 

1. Stillbirths series. The Lancet (2011) URL 
http://www.thelancet.com/series/stillbirth [online] 

Accessed: 2 June 2015 
 

http://www.thelancet.com/series/stillbirth


• Overview of presentation 

 
• How did the library get involved? 

• What is a Priority Setting Partnership (PSP)? 

• MAHSC, CMFT, & Maternal & Fetal Health Research  

• How we delivered the library’s part of the project 

• What did we get out of our participation? 



How did the library get involved? 

 
– In Autumn 2014 we were approached by Dr Alex Heazell, Senior Lecturer 

(Univ of Man) & Honorary Consultant at St Mary’s Hospital (CMFT) 

– Needed support for a Priority Setting Partnership (PSP) by conducting 
literature searches 

– We had a short timescale as the PSP was already well along the project plan 

– Agreed an hourly rate for carrying out the searches 

– Contracted two additional librarians to help deliver the capacity 



• What is a Priority Setting Partnership (PSP)? 

 
– A PSP brings together stakeholders and the public and aims to identify the 

top research priorities in a particular area, such as Stillbirth 

– The National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) through the James Lind 
Alliance (JLA) is coordinating a series of PSPs to help prioritise funding   

– Clinicians, researchers, funding agencies, professional bodies, patient 
groups, parents, & charities 



http://www.stillbirthpsp.org.uk/index.htm


• JLA helps coordinate the PSP and is coordinated by the NIHR 

• JLA methodology empowers patients and carers in the 
identification of research priorities 

• Aims to seek out treatment uncertainties 

• Uncertainties are treatments that have no up-to-date reliable 
systematic reviews or evidence 

http://www.lindalliance.org/


• JLA PSP Methodology 
 

• Convene a Steering Group 

• Identify partners and stakeholders 

• Identify & gather uncertainties via a survey 

• Check uncertainties  

• Refine list of uncertainties 

• Interim prioritisation via second survey 

• Priority setting workshop 

• Set research priorities 

• Upload uncertainties to UK DUETS website 

 

 

 
 



http://www.mahsc.ac.uk/our-work/domains/women-children/


Clinician's PubMed search, March 2013 

Ovarian cancer: 80, 896 
Stillbirth: 5,831 



The project  

• 344 questions 

• 83 for Cochrane W&C Group 

• 261 for CMFT 

 
Turnaround time – 

 1 month 



Starting out 

• Questions 
already grouped 
into general 
topic areas 

• Split topics 
amongst search 
group 

• Created search 
string to share 

 



Keeping track 

Cinahl, Medline, Embase, Cochrane, PsycINFO 



Sharing results 



Final priority setting 
• 40 results brought 

forward from the second 
survey 

• Groups ranked the 
questions 

• Repeated twice 

• Final whole group 
discussion 

• Stillbirth research 
priorities were set 



Follow up 

• 300 
unanswered 
questions 

• Formatted 
into PICO 
style queries 

• Awaiting 
upload to 
DUETs  



• Summary –benefits of collaboration 
 

– Increased subject knowledge around stillbirth 

– Raised profile for the trust library service within CMFT, NIHR, University 
of Manchester 

– Generated income for the library 

– Income re-invested in Obstetrics, Gynaecology, and Midwifery 
textbooks 

– Library has contributed towards MAHSC objectives 

– Work with University and NIHR Biomedical Research Centre on 
systematic reviews 

– Summer 2015 supporting a Womb Cancer PSP 

 

 



https://twitter.com/cmftlibraries



